India aspires to be a developed nation soon. We have made tremendous progress in education, information technology, manufacturing and business management. But, with patchy, suboptimal health care facilities (as evidenced by our national health indices ,especially in mother and child health sector) this dream may not be a reality in the near future. We expect a lot in this regard from the new government in New Delhi. Higher budget allocation for mother and child health care could be a beginning. It has to be combined with measures to bridge the gap that exists between rural and urban, richer and the poorer population in terms of health care availability, accessibility and affordability. The various agencies involved in delivering the healthcare must work in coordination, avoid duplication and involve the community as partners in this endeavour.
The current issue has interesting articles on the cost effective and preventive modalities like Kangaroo mother care, neonatal resuscitation etc. There are articles on advanced topics like pediatric cardiology, and functional ECHO. An acknowledgement of the contribution of the dedicated women to Neonatology brings in variety. Brief reports and case reports make it complete. I hope you find it interesting and informative.
In the coming months there are important occasions, 'breast feeding week' and 'National newborn week'. Let all of us, Obstertricians, Neonatologists, Pediatricians, Nurses and others who are involved in Perinatal care work, cooperate with each other and work towards reducing our neonatal/infant and maternal mortality figures. I thank NNF central for giving me an opportunity to edit this issue. Jai Hind. 
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